THE  THREEFOLD   INTENTION
chastity, ignorance, nihilism. Yet Jesus said, "Verily, verily, the publicans and harlots shall enter into the kingdom of heaven before you " ; and the Kingdom of Heaven which is within you is c purity.' " To the pure all things are pure," all things that are, for tout comprendre c'est tout pardonner ; and when you see facts as they are impurity disappears. Real impurity is that prurience of thought which declares the love that made the world to be " sin," which acts as we read in Gibbon that the early Christians acted.
All emotion in its right place is true and necessary and pure. As "dirt is matter out of place," so immorality is emotion out of place ; and as the height of folly would be to wish matter annihilated because it is sometimes dirt, so it is the height of impurity to condemn passion because the world has not yet learnt how to train it. It is for us to study the emotions and so frame our laws and conventions as to assist them to attain their ideal, while realising that as yet we are far from it. Purity is a soul attribute, not a bodily one. The purest woman in all fiction is Sonia. Let him who doubts read. Your real self is your thought. As all roads lead to Rome, so everything leads back to that one centre. You must learn how to think. That is your first duty towards yourself.
Next to yourself there comes your neighbour. You must love him just as you do yourself, try your
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